1. INT/EXT. KITCHEN/GARDEN - MORNING
JON is standing at the kitchen window, staring out at a lone tree in the centre of his garden.

He sips from a mug of tea.

His wife, FRAN, approaches and looks out at the tree from over his shoulder.







FRAN




What is it?







JON




I’m going to cut down the tree.







FRAN




Why?







JON




I want to cut down something.  I




think a tree would be really good.





FRAN

You are not cutting down that

tree.

Jon turns round to look at Fran.







JON




Why not?







FRAN




Because I don’t want you to.

Jon looks at Fran for a moment.







JON




No.  No, I’m going to cut it 

down.

Jon turns back to the window and sips his tea.  Fran thinks.







FRAN




Fine.  Well…(beat)…in that case…




(beat)…I’m leaving.

Fran leaves the kitchen.  Jon continues staring at the tree.

2. INT. BEDROOM – MORNING

FRAN is putting clothes in an open suitcase on the bed.  JON appears.  Fran stops.






JON




Where’s my axe?







FRAN




Under the bed.

Jon walks round to his side of the bed and feels underneath.







FRAN




(cont’d)




No, on my side.

Jon walks round the bed and feels underneath once more.  He produces a large axe, takes a final look at Fran and leaves the room.  Fran continues putting clothes into her suitcase.

3. EXT. GARDEN – DAY

JON swings his axe into the tree four times.  He stops and pushes the tree a little.  He then walks back into the house.

4. INT. KITCHEN – DAY

JON swigs from a glass of water as he looks out at the tree, now with the axe propped up against it.

The doorbell rings.  Jon leaves the room to answer it.

5. INT. HALLWAY/FRONT DOOR – DAY

JON opens the front door to reveal his neighbour, SPENCER.







SPENCER




Morning Jon.







JON




Morning Spencer.







SPENCER




I notice that you’re cutting down 

your tree.







JON




Yes.







SPENCER




May I ask why?







JON




I want to cut down something and I




think a tree would be really good.







SPENCER




Could I ask a favour of you?

Jon stares at Spencer blankly.




(cont’d)




Could you not cut down your 
tree?  Is that possible?






JON



No.

FRAN appears behind Jon with a suitcase that she takes into the kitchen.







SPENCER




Where’s Fran going?







JON




She’s leaving me.







SPENCER




Oh.

Silence.







JON




So was that it?







SPENCER




Er, yes.  Yes, that was it.







JON




Okay.  ‘Bye, Spencer.







SPENCER




Goodbye, Jon.

Jon shuts the door on Spencer.

6. EXT. GARDEN – DAY

JON is cutting down the tree.  He watches it fall and stares at it for a while before returning to the house.
7. INT. KITCHEN – DAY

FRAN is sat at the kitchen table with her suitcase by her side.  JON enters and fills up his glass with water once more.







FRAN




So, was it ‘really good?

Jon turns to face Fran.







JON




I don’t see what business that 
is of yours now.

Silence.







FRAN

During our marriage, I plotted 

your murder eighteen times.

The doorbell rings.






JON




That’ll be Spencer again.

Jon leaves to answer the door.

8. INT. HALLWAY/FRONT DOOR - DAY

JON opens the front door to reveal SPENCER.






JON




Hello Spencer.







SPENCER




Hello Jon.  Could I ask a favour 

of you?

Jon stares at Spencer blankly.




(cont’d)




Could I stay with you for a few




days while your tree is being




removed from my house?

Jon continues looking at Spencer.







JON




Could you be more specific?







SPENCER




Sorry?







JON




How many days exactly?







SPENCER




Three.







JON




(mildly annoyed)




Three?







SPENCER





It’s a big job.  It went right




through the bedroom.

Jon sighs and thinks.







JON




Okay.

Jon opens the door partially wider to allow Spencer to step through.







SPENCER




Thank you.

Spencer walks into the hallway as Jon shuts the door.  Jon thinks and turns round.






JON




What about your wife?  Is she




not with you?  She’s very




attractive.







SPENCER




Er, no.  She’s trapped under the 




tree at the moment.







JON




Oh.







SPENCER




But I’ll send her your good 




thoughts.







JON




Yes…(thinks)…yes, do.

9. INT. KITCHEN – DAY

FRAN and SPENCER are sat at the kitchen table.  JON arrives with a mug of tea.  He sips from it in silence.







SPENCER




So, Fran…leaving Jon eh?







FRAN




Yes.







SPENCER




For good?







FRAN




Yes, I hate him.

Jon continues drinking his tea.

Spencer has something on his mind.  He opens his mouth to say something to Fran but a car horn is heard from outside.







FRAN




That’s my taxi.

Fran stands up and picks up her suitcase.







SPENCER




Goodbye, Fran.







FRAN




Goodbye, Spencer.  I may call 




you in a month’s time for sex.

Spencer looks at Fran.




(cont’d)




All right?







SPENCER




Er, yes, yes.







FRAN




Good.

Fran leaves for the door.







JON



Goodbye, Fran.







FRAN




Die.

Jon drinks some more tea.  Silence.







JON




Spencer.







SPENCER




Yes Jon?







JON




Do you know the tree I cut down?







SPENCER




Yes.







JON




I shouldn’t have done that.







SPENCER




No.  You shouldn’t have.

Jon sips some more of his tea.  Silence.




(cont’d)




Is there tea in the p-







JON




(interrupts)




No.

BLACK OUT.
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